
Optimism Despite USA Move To Can FTA Talks

Trade Minister Tim Groser is hopeful negotiations on a US FTA will be underway again by the end of the year despite 
the American decision to indefinitely delay the first round of talks. The US has put scheduled talks with the grouping 
of Trans Pacific Partnership countries – including NZ on hold, while key appointments are being made to the Trade 
Representative’s office, including congressional confirmation of US Trade Representative Ron Kirk. President Barack 
Obama’s new Administration also wants to review its position on free trade before beginning talks the US signed up to 
last September when George W. Bush was still in office. The talks were due to begin in Singapore on March 31 and 
followed the US decision to begin negotiations with the initial grouping of countries in the partnership - NZ, Singapore, 
Chile and Brunei. Aust and Peru then also joined in and Vietnam has expressed interest and was to attend the talks 
as an observer. The agreement is NZ’s best chance to secure a free-trade arrangement with the US. John Key says 
he’s “deeply disappointed” by the delay, but NZ will continue to push for the talks to begin.

Article courtesy of  “The Main report”. 

Believe It Or Not! 

Cats have over one hundred vocal sounds, dogs only have about ten. 

China has more English speakers than the United States. 

Donald Duck comics were banned in Finland because he doesn’t wear pants. 

Elephants are the only animals that can’t jump. 

Every time you lick a stamp, you’re consuming 1/10 of a calorie. 

February 1865 is the only month in recorded history not to have a full moon. 

If you keep a goldfish in a dark room, it will eventually turn white. 

It’s impossible to sneeze with your eyes open. 

More people are killed by donkeys annually than are killed in plane crashes. 

The electric chair was invented by a dentist. 

The name of all the continents end with the same letter that they start with. 

The sentence, “The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog” uses every letter in the English language. 

The shortest war in history was between Zanzibar and England in 1896. Zanzibar surrendered after 38 minutes. 
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Google Tries To Consign PCs To History

Google is to launch a service allowing users to access their personal 
computer from any internet connection. The “GDrive” could kill off 
the desktop computer, which relies on a powerful hard drive. Instead 
a user’s personal files and operating system could be stored on 
Google’s servers and accessed via the internet. The long-rumoured 
GDrive is expected to be launched this year. It is seen as a paradigm 
shift away from Microsoft Windows, which runs inside most of 
the world’s computers, in favour of “cloud computing,” where the 

processing and storage is done thousands of miles 
away in remote data centres. The loss of a laptop or 
crash of a hard drive does not jeopardise the data 
because it is regularly saved in “the cloud” and can 
be accessed via the web from any machine. The 
PC would be a simpler, cheaper device acting as 
a portal to the web, perhaps via an adaptation of 
Google’s operating system for mobile phones.


